A House Divided
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Sadly, mankind’s house is divided against itself,
while the house of our mortal enemy is not.
This basic understanding was explained to the
religious rulers in Judea during the first century
CE.

The scribes who came down from
Jerusalem were saying, ‘Beelzebul (ruler of
the demons) is in him (Christ)” and It is
through the prince of the devils that he
casts devils out.” So he (Christ) called them
to him and spoke to them in parables,
'How can Satan cast out Satan? If a
kingdom is divided against itself, that
kingdom cannot last. And if a
household is divided against itself,
that household can never stand. Now
if Satan has rebelled against himself
and is divided, he cannot stand either
— it is the end of him (Mark 3:22-26; Ed.
notes in parentheses; The Jerusalem Bible).

So, our question should be: "Why is Satans
kingdom not divided?” The main reason is
because he has united his forces against a
common enemy that is destined to remove his
power and authority. The fact that Satan
currently has this power and authority is
confirmed in numerous scriptures, including
John 12:31, 2Corinthians 4:3-4, Ephesians 2:2-
3, and Revelation 12:9.

Christ made it clear that every human being
has the potential, upon repentance of sin, to
become a god’in a future resurrection and live
forever. Not only this, but many of these same
individuals will have the responsibility of
judging fallen angels, which explains why
Satan views mankind as his #1 enemy.

The (Jewish leaders) answered him, saying,
"For a good work we do not stone you, but
for blasphemy, and because you, being a
man, make yourself God.” Jesus answered
them, “Is it not written in your law, T

said, "You (mankind) are gods”’? (John
10:33-34; cf. Psalm 82:6; NKJV used
throughout unless otherwise noted; Ed. notes
in parentheses; emphasis added).

Do you not know that we (repentant,
resurrected humans) shall (in the
future) judge angels? (1Corinthians 6:3;
cf. 2Peter 2:4; Psalm 149:5-9; Ed. notes in
parentheses; emphasis added).

Had Adam and Eve trusted and obeyed God’s
command in Genesis 2:17, Satan’s lying, and
deceptive conduct would have come under
their judgment, and his power and authority
removed. However, because they failed, Satan
maintains his power and authority and uses it
to mislead mankind. This explains why the
majority of people follow the same path of
disbelief and rebellion against God’s word as
Adam and Eve did (cf. Revelation 12:9). The
only way to reverse this course was for
someone to "cover,”or atone for, the sins
committed from the time of Adam and Eve
onward. Thankfully, a sinless substitutionary
sacrifice came in the form of Jesus Christ.

But this Man (Christ), after he had offered
one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at
the right hand of God (Almighty)...... for by
one offering he has perfected forever those
who are being (set apart for service to God)
(Hebrews 10:12-14; Ed. notes in
parentheses).

You were not redeemed (from everlasting
death) with corruptible things, like silver or
gold, from your aimless conduct received by
tradition from your fathers, but with the
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb
without blemish and without spot (sinless).
He indeed was foreordained before the
foundation of the world but was manifest
(revealed) in these last times for you (1Peter
1:18-20; cf. Revelation 13:8; Ed. notes in
parentheses).

An integral aspect of Christ’s earthly ministry

was related to Adam and Eve’s failure to trust



and obey God’s word in the context of judging
Satan’s behavior. Therefore, another Adam had

to come and finish this important responsibility.

And so it is written, "The first man Adam
became a living being.” The last Adam
(Christ) became a life-giving spirit
(1Corinthians 15:45; Ed. note in parenthesis;
emphasis added).

Because Christ trusted and obeyed his
heavenly Father’s word, he defeated mankind’s
mortal enemy by correctly using scripture as
recorded in Matthew 4:1-11. Therefore, Satan
was judged by the last Adam and now awaits
his future sentencing.

Of judgment, because the ruler of this
world is judged (John 16:11; emphasis
added).

And the God of peace will crush Satan
under your feet shortly... (Romans 16:20a;
emphasis added).

In the meantime, Satan skillfully encourages
the self-serving, greedy proclivities of human
leadership in commerce, government, science
and technology, education, media, and religion.
Consciously, or ignorantly, these "movers and
Shakers” are eager to point out who "the bad
guys are”in order to distract the general
populace from the fact that these same leaders
are actually the biggest impediment to peace,
prosperity, and unity in our world.

In western nations democracy is touted as the
best form of government, but in reality, it is
based on political parties serving their own
agenda first and that of the citizenry last, with
few exceptions. Therefore it shouldn't be a
surprise, for those who understand that all
human governments will eventually be
replaced by Almighty God’s government, that
an epitaph might be written in the future that
says something like: “mankind5 political
systems took too much and gave too little for
thousands of years”

The good news is that this era of self-serving
governance will end, and the millennium that
follows will be remembered as an era of
trusting and obeying God's word that produced
unity for all mankind with everyone living
under the roof of "a house that knows no
divisions”.

Now when all things are made subject to
him (Christ), then the Son himself will also
be subject to Him (God the Father) who put
all things under him (Christ), that God may
be all in all (1Corinthians 15:28; Ed. notes
in parentheses; emphasis added).

For those who are genuinely seeking to trust
and obey God's word right now, the following
admonition applies.

I (Paul) beseech you to have a walk worthy
of the calling with which you were called
(ct. John 6:44; 65), with all (humility) and
gentleness, with (patience), bearing with
one another in love, endeavoring to keep
the unity of the (Holy) Spirit in the bond
of peace. There is one body and one
Spirit, just as you were called in one
hope of your calling; one Lord, one
faith (not multiple religions), one
baptism; one God and Father of all (cf.
John 17:3), who is above all, and
(works) through all, and in you all
(Ephesians 4:1-6; Ed. notes in parentheses).
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