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Whatever sector of western society is 
examined today, it is a challenge to conclude 
that any are “balanced” when compared to the 
standards of conduct considered normal or 
decent in the latter half of the 20th century. For 
youth in “the West” today, it might be a 
surprise to learn that many of God’s laws were 
recognized as relevant in stabilizing the family 
unit and, by extension, society after the 
Second World War. 
 
But since that “great war,” institutions in 
western nations have gradually and inexorably 
altered their values to align with those being 
espoused by universities, mainstream media, 
politicians, Hollywood, etc. As a result, the 
definition of right and wrong behavior has 
changed dramatically. 
 
Even those who identify as “Christian” seem 
content to believe that as long as they are 
being “a good neighbor,” or engaged in some 
charitable endeavor, they are automatically “in 
God’s good books” and, therefore, will go to 
heaven when they die. As we will see from 
God’s word, this could not be further from the 
truth. 
 
In order to strike the right balance on this 
subject, more than one section of God’s word 
will be examined. For instance, if we take the 
following section of scripture in isolation, it 
could be argued that nothing else is required 
for those claiming to be Christian. 
 

For I was hungry and you gave Me food; I 
was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a 
stranger and you took Me in; I was naked 
and you clothed Me; I was sick and you 
visited Me; I was in prison and you came to 
Me. Then the righteous will answer Him, 
saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry 
and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? 

When did we see You a stranger and take 
You in, or naked and clothe You? Or when 
did we see You sick, or in prison, and come 
to You? And the King will answer and say to 
them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as 
you did it to one of the least of these My 
brethren, you did it to Me (Matthew 25:35-

40; NKJV used throughout unless otherwise 
noted). 

 
Before assuming that Christ was only 
addressing the physical needs of people, we 
need to consider the spiritual aspect of what 
he was teaching in Matthew 25:35-40. 
Specifically, for those who have it in their 
power and ability to “feed others,” they are 
expected to feed people with God’s truth in an 
accurate manner. This is confirmed by Christ’s 
statement to the Apostle Peter. 
 

So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus 
said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of Jonah, 
do you love Me more than these?” Peter 
said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I 
love You.” He said to him, “Feed My 
lambs” (John 21:15; emphasis added). 

 
As Christ did not have a flock of literal lambs, 
he was obviously referring to feeding God’s 
truth to other people in a manner that would 
benefit them. Therefore, what Christ was 
actually stressing in Matthew 25:35, was the 
importance of feeding God’s truth to those who 
are hungry for it. 
 
Next, Christ added “thirst” to the list, but it had 
nothing to do with hydrating people. Instead, it 
was regarding a deep desire to know more 
about God’s righteousness. 
 

Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness… (Matthew 5:6; 

emphasis added). 
 
This is the kind of thirst that King David had for 
God’s law, which is the primary reason he was 

           



described as “a man after God’s own heart” in 
Acts 13:22. 
 

Oh, how I love Your law! It is my 
meditation all the day. You, through Your 
commandments, make me wiser than my 
enemies; for they are ever with me. I have 
more understanding than all my teachers, 
for Your testimonies are my meditation 
(Psalm 119:97-99; emphasis added). 

 
Then David made the connection that trusting 
in, and obeying, God’s law and commandments 
is the correct definition of righteousness. 
 

My tongue shall speak of Your word, for all 
Your commandments are 
righteousness (Psalm 119:172; 144, 160, 

164-165; emphasis added). 

 
In Matthew 25:35, after hunger and thirst, 
Christ mentioned “taking in the stranger.” This 
makes sense because during the First 
Covenant period Gentiles were regarded as 
strangers, and Christ was to be a light to these 
“strangers.” Therefore, anyone claiming to be a 
Christian would also need to be a light; 
especially pertaining to the correct teaching 
God’s law and commandments (cf. Matthew 

5:14-16). 
 

For the commandment is a lamp, and 
the law a light… (Proverbs 6:23; emphasis 
added). 
 
Therefore remember that you, once 
Gentiles in the flesh – who are called 
Uncircumcision by what is called the 
Circumcision made in the flesh by hands – 
that at that time (in history) you were 
without Christ, being aliens from the 
commonwealth of Israel and strangers 
from the covenants of promise, having 
no hope and without (the one true) God in 
the world (Ephesians 2:11-12; cf. 2:19; Ed. 

notes in parentheses; emphasis added). 

 
(Simeon) took him (the Christ-child) up in his 
arms and blessed God and said: “Lord 

(Almighty), now You are letting Your servant 
depart in peace….for my eyes have seen 
Your salvation (in the form of Christ who was 
to be) a light to bring revelation to the 
Gentiles…. (Luke 2:28-32; Ed. notes in 

parentheses; emphasis added). 
 
To summarize so far, giving food and fluid, plus 
taking in the stranger, has more to do with the 
spiritual well-being of people than their 
physical condition. This is reaffirmed by Christ 
in the following scripture. 
 

But (Christ) answered and said, “It is 
written, ‘Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that proceeds 
from the mouth of God’” (Matthew 4:4; 

Ed. note in parenthesis; emphasis added). 
 
Next, Christ spoke about those who are 
“naked,” but again his real focus was on their 
spiritual relationship with God, as opposed to 
whether they had clothes to wear (cf. Matthew 
6:25; Luke 12:22). Therefore, Christ used the 
word “naked” to stress a serious deficiency in a 
person’s relationship with God and His law. 
 

Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become 
wealthy, and have need of nothing’ – and 
do not know that you are wretched, 
miserable, poor, blind, and naked – I 
counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in 
the fire, that you may be rich (spiritually 
speaking in one’s relationship with God); and 
white garments, that you might be clothed, 
(so) that the shame of your nakedness 
may not be revealed; and anoint your 
eyes with eye salve, that you may see 
(God’s truth more accurately) (Revelation 
3:17-18; Ed. notes in parentheses; emphasis 
added). 

 
So those who are described as “naked” in 
Matthew 25:36, are the ones who have 
ignored, neglected, or rejected God’s law and 
commandments and, because of this, they do 
not have “the garments” mentioned in the 
following scripture. 
 



And to her (God’s faithful and obedient 
church) it was granted to be arrayed in fine 
linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen 
is the righteous acts of the saints 
(Revelation 19:8; Ed. note in parenthesis; 
emphasis added). 

 
Next, Christ mentioned those who are “sick,” 
but again the emphasis is on their spiritual 
condition. He pointed out that a central part of 
his commission was to heal sinners from the 
sickness that will would lead to their death, 
and that fatal sickness is diagnosed as “sinful 
conduct” in Romans 6:23a. 
 

For I did not come to call the (self) 
righteous, but sinners to repentance (those 
who recognize their serious condition; 
spiritually speaking) (Matthew 9:13b; Ed. 
notes in parentheses). 
 
(Christ) has borne our (sicknesses) and 
carried our pains (consequences of our sins) 
(Isaiah 53:4; Ed. notes in parentheses). 
 
And by (Christ’s) stripes (blows that cut in) 
we are healed (sins removed) (Isaiah 53:5b; 

Ed. notes in parentheses). 
 
Christ’s final point in Matthew 25:36 dealt with 
being in prison. In truth, this imprisonment is 
synonymous with being held captive by Satan’s 
many deceptions. In the next scripture, Satan 
is compared to a slave master who will not 
release his prisoners. 
 

Those who see you (Satan, at a future time 
of judgment) will gaze at you, and consider 
you, saying” ‘Is this the man who made the 
earth tremble, who shook kingdoms, who 
made the world as a wilderness and 
destroyed its cities, who would not 
release his prisoners?’ (Isaiah 14:16-17; 
cf. Revelation 12:9; Ed. note in parenthesis; 
emphasis added). 

 
When speaking to his disciples, Christ 
confirmed it was not unusual for him to use 
figurative language when teaching important 
spiritual lessons, and if this same principle is 

applied to Matthew 25:34-45 a more balanced 
understanding will occur. 
 

These things I have spoken to you in 
figurative language…. (John 16:25a; 

emphasis added). 
 
But even if we interpret Matthew 25:34-45 
literally, it does not obviate what Christ said in 
the following section of scripture that is 
problematic for those Christians who minimize 
the importance of obeying God’s law and 
commandments. 
 

Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ 
shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he 
who does the will of my Father in heaven. 
Many will say to me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, 
have we not prophesied in your name, cast 
out demons in your name, and done many 
wonders in your name?’ And then I will 
declare to them, ‘I never knew you; 
depart from me, you who practice 
lawlessness!’ (Matthew 7:21-23; 13:40-43; 

Luke 13:24-28; emphasis added). 
 
In reality it is hard, even for a casual observer, 
to ignore that Christianity is unbalanced 
regarding “doing good works,” and “living by 
every word of God.” Thankfully, Christ clarified 
this when he told the religious leaders of his 
day that they should keep God’s law, while not 
ignoring other aspects of living in accordance 
with our heavenly Father’s will. 
 

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For you pay tithe of mint and 
anise and cumin, and have neglected the 
weightier matters of the law: justice and 
mercy and faith. These you ought to 
have done, without leaving the others 
undone (Matthew 23:23; emphasis added). 

 
So contrary to what many in Christianity teach, 
Christ did not come to do away with his 
Father’s law and commandments. Instead, 
Christ taught that they are the bare minimum 
for anyone hoping to be in the kingdom of God 
(cf. Matthew 19:17; Revelation 22:14-15). And 



for those who genuinely repent of sin, get 
baptized, and then receive God’s Holy Spirit, 
the process of writing these precepts on their 
heart or attitude begins in earnest (cf. 
2Corinthians 1:22; 5:5). In other words, they 
will be granted the spiritual maturity to 
willingly obey God’s law and commandments 
(cf. 1Corinthians 2:6; 14:20; Phil. 3:15) 
because they know these statutes were given 
by a loving Creator who is concerned for the 
well-being of His people (cf. 1John 1:3-6; 5:2-
3). 
 

Then I will give them one heart (no longer 
double-minded), and I will put a new 
spirit within them, and take the stony 
(stubborn and rebellious) heart out of 
their flesh… (Ezekiel 11:19; Ed. notes in 

parentheses; emphasis added). 
 
May God eventually bless everyone with the 
ability to balance works of charity with a deep 
desire to live by every word that proceeds from 
His mouth. 
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