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There are many connections in God’s word 
between the number three, and the plan that 
has been unfolding since the beginning of 
creation. For example, before he was born to 
his mother Miriam (Mary), it was preordained 
that Christ/Messiah would remain in the grave 
three days and three nights before being 
resurrected by his Father in heaven. 
 

As Jonah was three days and three nights 
in the belly of the great fish, so will the 
Son of Man be three days and three 
nights in the heart of the earth 
(Matthew 12:40; emphasis added; NKJV used 
throughout unless otherwise noted). 

 
Being “in the earth”, and then coming out of 
the earth “on the third day", has significance 
because it connects Christ/Messiah to the third 
day of creation when “the earth appeared out 
of the waters”, which occurred at some point 
after Satan’s rebellion (cf. Luke 10:18; Isaiah 

14:12-17; Ezekiel 28:12-19). 
 

Then God said, “Let the waters under the 
heavens be gathered together into one 
place, and let the dry land appear;” and 
it was so. And God called the dry land 
Earth… (Genesis 1:9-10a). 

 
The original Hebrew word for “appear” is “raw-
aw,” which is translated into various English 
words including “to see” (879 times) “to look” 
(104 times) “to behold” (83 times), and “to 
consider” (22 times). 
 
As the physical Earth cannot see, look, behold, 
or consider anything, because it is inanimate, it 
should be considered as “prosopopoeia,” which 
is a Greek word for: “a non-human element 
that speaks or represents a person, or thing.” 
 

Therefore, the Earth, which came out of the 
waters, can represent its creator who is 
Christ/Messiah. 
 

For by him (Christ) all things were created 
that are in heaven and that are on earth, 
visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or principalities or powers. All 
things were created through him and for 
him (per his heavenly Father’s command in 
Genesis) (Colossians 1:16; Ed. notes in 
parentheses). 

 
This helps explain other figurative language 
used in scripture. For instance, once it is 
understood that the word “appear” is intended 
to animate the Earth and connect it to Christ, 
the various afflictions of “the woman” 
(symbolizing God’s faithful church; cf. 

2Corinthians 11:2) are “seen, considered, and 
acted upon” by the head of the true church, 
who is described as “the earth” in the following 
verses. 
 

So the serpent spewed water out of his 
mouth like a flood after the woman, that he 
might cause her to be carried away by the 
flood. But the earth helped the woman, 
and the earth opened its mouth and 
swallowed up the flood which the 
dragon had spewed out of his mouth 
(Revelation 12:15-16; emphasis added). 

 
And, “the mouth of the earth” promised this 
protection before the book of Revelation was 
written. 
 

And I also say to you that you are Peter 
(SGD 4074- petros; small stone), and on 
this rock (SGD 4073 – petra; mass of rock; 
cf. Daniel 2:34-35 describing Christ) I will 
build my church, and the gates of 
hades (the grave) shall not prevail (be 
victorious) against it (Matthew 16:18; Ed. 
notes in parentheses; emphasis added). 

 

           



So it is no coincidence “the earth” appeared on 
the third day of creation, and that 
Christ/Messiah appeared alive the third day 
after he died in order to save “his church”, and 
ultimately the rest of mankind, from the mouth 
of the dragon (cf. Revelation 20:1-3). Nor is it a 
coincidence that Jonah arose out of the waters 
following his “death in the waters” over a 
three-day period (cf. Matthew 12:40). 
 
Next, there is a connection between the third 
day, and the fact there are three resurrections; 
none of which could occur unless Christ agreed 
to forfeit his life as the means through which 
every repentant sinner can be forgiven and 
then inherit everlasting life (cf. Revelation 13:8). 
 
In fact, Christ is the (first) resurrection. 
 

Jesus said to her (Martha), “I am the 
resurrection and the (means through 
which repentant sinners can inherit 
everlasting) life” (John 11:25a; Ed. notes in 
parentheses; emphasis added). 

 
The second resurrection will occur in the future 
and is pictured by God’s Holy Day known as 
Pentecost, or the feast of (counting) weeks (cf. 
Exodus 34:22). This festival was observed by 
Christ’s disciples during the first century, and 
continues to be kept by those who are loyal 
and obedient to God’s word. 
 

For Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, 
so that he would not have to spend time in 
Asia; for he was hurrying to be at 
Jerusalem, if possible, on the Day of 
Pentecost (Acts 20:16; cf. 1Corinthians 

16:8). 
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Those, who participate in the resurrection 
pictured by the Day of Pentecost, are referred 
to as first-fruits of God’s work. 
 

Of His own will He brought us forth by the 
word of truth, that we (repentant, baptized 
sinners) might be a kind of first-fruits of 
His creatures (James 1:18; cf. Revelation 

14:4; Ed. note in parenthesis; emphasis 
added). 

 
And all those who were not foreordained to be 
part of this second resurrection, will come back 
to life at the conclusion of Christ’s one-
thousand-year reign on earth. 
 

But the rest of the dead did not live 
again until the thousand years were 
finished (Revelation 20:5; emphasis added). 

 
He chose us in Him before the foundation 
of the world, that we should be holy and 
without blame (following repentance and 
baptism; cf. Acts 2:38) before Him in love, 
having predestined us to adoption (from 
Satan) as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, 
according to the good pleasure of His will 
(Ephesians 1:4-5; cf. 1:11; Romans 8:29-30; 
Ed. notes in parentheses). 

 
So, the third resurrection occurs at the end of 
God’s plan, and is pictured by the 8th day that 
concludes the Feast of Tabernacles. 
 

Now the Jews’ Feast of Tabernacles was at 
hand (John 7:2). 
 
On the last day, that great day of the 
feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, 
“If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and 
drink” (John 7:37; emphasis added). 
 
But this he spoke concerning the Spirit, 
which those who believed in him (i.e. what 
he taught)  would receive (upon their 
repentance and baptism; cf. Acts 2:38); for 
the Spirit (of God the Father) was not yet 
given (to that generation) because Jesus 
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was not yet glorified (resurrected) (John 

7:39; cf. 4:10; Ed. notes in parentheses). 
 
https://www.onetruthonelaw.com/uploads/4/2/3/
5/42356753/symbolism_of_the_eighth_day.pdf 

 
So, there are now two remaining resurrections 
as Christ’s resurrection from the dead has 
already occurred (cf. 1Corinthians 15:12-19). 
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It is no coincidence that all three resurrections 
are mapped out by God’s three annual Holy 
Day periods, which Christianity prefers to 
ignore (cf. Exodus 23:14; 23:17; 34:23; 34:24; 

Deuteronomy 16:16; 1Kings 9:25). 
 
As the following scripture confirms, this state 
of rebellion will not continue after Christ’s 
return. 
 

If the family of Egypt will not come up 
and enter in (to Jerusalem), they shall have 
no rain;(instead) they shall receive the 
plague with which the Lord strikes the 
nations who do not keep the Feast of 
Tabernacles (Zechariah 14:18; Ed. note in 

parenthesis; emphasis added). 
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To summarize so far, Passover and the Days of 
Unleavened Bread picture Christ’s death, 
resurrection, and ongoing work to remove 
leaven (sin) from mankind. If Christ didn’t fulfill 
what the Passover pictured, the remaining two 
Holy Day periods would not come to fruition. 
However, because Christ fulfilled the Passover, 
the last two resurrections will occur: consisting 
of the second resurrection pictured by 
Pentecost, and the third resurrection pictured 
by the last great day of the Feast of 
Tabernacles. 
 
Therefore, “the figurative three days and three 
nights” are active and ongoing until Christ’s 

commission is completed; at which time “the 
nights” will be gone forever because they 
represent the work of Satan. 
 

The earth was without form, and void (in a 
state of chaos and confusion, which is 
associated with lawless behavior); and 
darkness was on the face of the 
deep… (Genesis 1:2; Ed. note in 
parenthesis; emphasis added). 

 
When mankind’s systems of governance (under 

the influence of Satan) are all dismantled, 
darkness will no longer exist because 
“darkness represents deception,” 
 

And the city (New Jerusalem) had no need 
of the sun or the moon to shine, for the 
glory of God (the Father) illuminated it 
(cf. 1Timothy 6:15-16), and the Lamb 
(Christ) is its light (law-bringer; cf. Proverbs 
6:23) (Revelation 21:23; Ed. notes in 
parentheses; emphasis added). 

 
Needless to say, until Christ returns to restore 
his Father’s law and commandments 
universally, we will experience a mix of light 
and dark, symbolically speaking. And this will 
continue for a period of three days and three 
nights, or three thousand years from the time 
of Christ’s resurrection, as God measures time 
(cf. 2Peter 3:8). 
 
Those who cling to God’s law and 
commandments during this period are the ones 
who are “enlightened” by His truth. 
 

For the commandment is a lamp, and 
the law is light... (Proverbs 6:23; emphasis 
added). 
 
The entirety of Your word is truth… 
(Psalm 119:160a; cf. John 17:17; emphasis 
added). 

 
However, those who reject God’s law and 
commandments remain in “the darkness of 
deception” (Exodus 10:22-23; cf. Revelation 

12:9). 
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To the law and to the testimony! If they do 
not speak according to this word, it is 
because there is no light in them 
(Isaiah 8:20; emphasis added). 

 
In addition to the three days and three nights 
being connected to Christ’s work, God’s word 
uses the number three to denote a period of 
testing (Gen. 42:17; Ex. 15:22; Esther 4:16; 
Acts 9:9); followed by a complete removal 
from Satan’s system, as represented 
figuratively by Israel’s exodus out of Egypt (Ex. 
5:3; 8:27). 
 
Three days also pictures the extended period 
of time before mankind reaches a final “resting 
place”, or Sabbath, in their relationship with 
God and His law (Nu. 10:33; 33:8; Jos. 1:11; 

1Sam. 20:18-21; 2Sam. 24:13; cf. Hebrews 4:4-
9). 
 
Per the example in Ezra 8:31-36; 10:7-9, 
mankind will eventually be restored in its 
relationship with Almighty God, despite 
misguided attempts to be reconciled during 
this brief lifetime (1Sam. 9:20; 2Kings 2:15-18; 
cf. Matthew 6:33-34). 
 
Although the majority of mankind will not 
understand God’s hidden mysteries right now 
(Judges 14:14), God’s faithful and obedient 
servants have been able to celebrate, even in 
trying times, because they are under the 
leadership of David’s descendant, Jesus Christ 
(1Chronicles 12:38-40). 
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