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The schoolmaster, that the Apostle Paul 
mentioned in Galatians 3:24-25, was 
introduced to mankind following the sin of 

Adam and Eve. However, before examining this 
schoolmaster, it is important to identify what 
sin Adam and Eve committed. 

 
In Genesis 2:16-17, Adam was given a specific 
command from the Lord God, and the 
consequence of transgressing this command 

was explained. For the sake of brevity, Adam 
was to obey God’s word because he trusted it 
would result in a good outcome. This trust 

would be based on the belief that God had the 
experience to know what would produce a 
good result and, conversely, what would not. 

Most importantly, Adam would trust that his 
Creator was concerned about his well-being 
and would not command him to do something 

that would harm him. 
 
Following this command, Adam and Eve were 

given the freedom to trust and obey the word 
of God, or not. Unfortunately for them, and 
their progeny, there was a cunning liar who 
pretended to represent the only true God (cf. 

John 17:3), and he was able to create doubt in 
their minds by contradicting what God said. 
Specifically, Satan insinuated that God’s word 

could not be trusted, and therefore they could 
do whatever they believed would be good for 
them. 

 
….And he (Satan) said to the woman, “Has 
God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of 
every tree of the garden’?” (Genesis 3:1b; 
Ed. note in parenthesis; emphasis added; 

NKJV used throughout unless otherwise 
noted). 
 

And (Satan) said to the woman, “You will 
not surely die” (Genesis 3:4; Ed. note in 

parenthesis). 
 

So instead of trusting the word of God, Adam 
and Eve put their trust in the word of ‘another 
god’ who had already rebelled against his 

Creator, even though he knew the difference 
between good and evil behavior (cf. Genesis 
2:17). 

 
Metaphorically speaking, Adam, Eve and Satan 
are now “birds of the same feather;” so they 
all face the penalty for transgressing God’s 

word. 
 

For the wages of sin is (everlasting) death… 
(Romans 6:23a; cf. Genesis 2:17; Ed. note in 

parenthesis). 
 
Although Adam and Eve have inherited the 
wage for their sinful conduct, Satan will also 

die shortly. 
 

And the God of peace will crush Satan 
under your feet shortly (Romans 16:20a; 
emphasis added). 
 

You shall trample the wicked, for they shall 
be ashes under the soles of your feet on 
the day that I do this, says the Lord of 
hosts (Malachi 4:3; cf. Isaiah 14:16-17; 
40:23-24). 

 

Before Adam and Eve died, God taught them 
about “the way” in which they could be 
forgiven and receive everlasting life, which 

brings us back to Paul’s statement in Galatians 
3:24-25. 
 

Therefore the law (of animal sacrifice) was 
our tutor (schoolmaster; guardian 
responsible for the care and discipline of 
children) to bring us to (trust in the sacrifice 
of) Christ, that we might be justified 
(forgiven) by faith (trusting God’s word). But 
after (this trust in God) has come, we are no 
longer under a tutor (the animal sacrificial 
system) (Galatians 3:24-25; Ed. notes in 
parentheses). 

 

           



This is why a clean animal was sacrificed 
following Adam and Eve’s sin. This action was 

to teach them that their sins could be 
“covered” by the blood of a sinless 
substitutionary sacrifice. 

 
Also for Adam and his wife the Lord God 
made tunics (SHD 3801; a covering) of skin, 
and clothed them (Genesis 3:21; Ed. note in 
parenthesis). 

 

This understanding was known by Abel who 
offered a clean animal as a sacrifice that 
foreshadowed the future sacrifice of 

Messiah/Christ. 
 

(In addition to the fruit of the ground) Abel 
brought the firstlings of his flock and of 
their fat... (Genesis 4:4; cf. Leviticus 3:13-

17; Ed. note in parenthesis; emphasis 
added). 

 
These sacrifices, which began after Adam and 

Eve sinned, continued to be observed 
throughout the First Covenant period. However, 
these same sacrifices did not grant everlasting 

life to those offering them. 
 

For the law (of animal sacrifice), having a 
shadow of the good things to come, and 
not the very image of the things, can 
never with these same sacrifices, 
which they offer continually year by 
year, make those who approach 
perfect. For then would they not have 
ceased to be offered? For the worshipers, 
once purged (cleansed of sin), would have 
had no more consciousness of sins. But in 
those sacrifices there is a reminder of 
sins every year. For it is not possible 
that the blood of bulls and goats could 
take away sins (permanently) (Hebrews 

10:1-4; Ed. notes in parentheses; emphasis 

added). 
 
Suffice it to say, when a sinner offered a clean 
animal for his/her transgression, that particular 

offense against God was forgiven (cf. Leviticus 
4:27-31; 6:2-7). However, it did not guarantee 

that the sinner would never commit another 
breach of God’s law; nor did it equate to a 

permanent change of attitude, especially in the 
case of repeat offenders. Instead a repentant 
sinner, who understood that the life of a sinless 

human being would be required to “cover” 
his/her sins, would be in a position to receive 
God the Father’s Holy Spirit and begin a new 

life of “willing obedience” to every word of God 
(cf. Matthew 4:4). 
 

What shall we say then? Shall we continue 
in sin that grace (unmerited pardon of sin) 
may abound? Certainly not! How shall 
we who died to sin live any longer in 
it? Or do you not know that as many of us 
as were baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? Therefore we were 
buried with him through baptism into (the) 
death (of the old man, or old way of sinful 
living; Romans 6:6; Ephesians 4:22; 
Colossians 3:9), (so) that just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the (power) of the 
Father, even so we also should walk in 
newness of life (Romans 6:1-4; Ed. notes in 

parentheses; emphasis added). 
 
Therefore, it is only by trusting that Christ’s 
shed blood covers one’s sins, once and for all, 
that the repentant sinner can be forgiven and 

begin leading a new life of willing obedience to 
every word of God. 
 

So when there is a basic misunderstanding of 
these truths, “the schoolmaster” can serve as a 
means through which sinners understand the 

seriousness of transgressing God’s law because 
a sinless human being had to forfeit his life in 
order to cover their sins once and for all time. 

 
For such a High Priest (Messiah/Christ) was 
fitting for us, who is holy, harmless 

(innocent of sin), undefiled, separate from 
sinners, and has become higher than the 
heavens; who does not need daily, as those 
high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for 

His own sins and then for the people’s, for 
this He did once for all when He 



offered up Himself (Hebrews 7:26-27; Ed. 

note in parenthesis; emphasis added). 
 
Although this “schoolmaster” was suspended in 
70 CE, when the Temple in Jerusalem was 

destroyed by the Roman army, it is going to be 
reactivated following Christ’s return to rule this 
planet for a thousand years (Revelation 20:1-

6). This scenario was prophesied in a number 
of scriptures, including the following by Hosea, 
 

For the children of Israel shall abide 
many days without a king or prince, 
without sacrifice or memorial stone (SHD 
4676; cf. Genesis 35:14, 20; Exodus 24:4), 
without ephod (worn by the priesthood) or 
teraphim (which confirmed inheritance of 

property). Afterward the children of Israel 
shall return (to their inheritance), seek the 
Lord their God and David their king 
(following his resurrection; cf. Jeremiah 30:9; 
Amos 9:11), and fear the Lord and His 
goodness in the latter days (Hosea 3:4-5; 

Ed. notes in parentheses; emphasis added). 
 
Even though this nation has not been involved 
with God’s sacrificial system for a long time, 
these ordinances will be re-established in 

Jerusalem following Christ’s return. 
 

For on My holy mountain…. there all the 
house of Israel shall serve Me; and there I 
will require your offerings and the 
firstfruits of your sacrifices, together 
with all your holy things (Ezekiel 20:40; 

emphasis added). 
 
Not only will Israel offer sacrifices and have a 
memorial stone in the latter days, but the 
Egyptians will too. 
 

In that day there will be an altar to the 
Lord in the midst of the land of Egypt, 
and a pillar (memorial stone; SHD 4676) to 
the Lord at its border (Isaiah 19:19; Ed. note 

in parenthesis; emphasis added). 
 
Then the Lord will be known to Egypt, and 
the Egyptians will make sacrifice and 

offering; yes, they will make a vow to the 
Lord and perform it (Isaiah 19:21; emphasis 

added). 
 
Therefore, the schoolmaster will serve an 

important role in teaching the serious 
consequences of sinful behavior to all mankind, 
and not just the descendants of Israel. And 

according to Ezekiel’s writings, a new Temple 
will be built in Jerusalem after Christ returns to 
rule this planet (cf. Ezekiel 40-46), and 

descendants of Zadok will be responsible for 
overseeing the animal sacrifices. 
 

The chamber which faces north is for the 
priests who have charge of the altar; 
these are the sons of Zadok, from the 
sons of Levi, who come near the Lord to 
minister to Him (Ezekiel 40:46; emphasis 

added). 
 
But the priests, the Levites, the sons of 
Zadok, who kept charge of My sanctuary 
when the children of Israel went astray 
from Me, they shall come near to minister 
to Me; and they shall stand before Me 
to offer the fat and the blood, says the 
Lord God (Ezekiel 44:15; cf. 48:11; emphasis 

added). 
 
The counter argument is that Christ’s death 
fulfilled what the animal sacrificial system 

foreshadowed and therefore it no longer has 
relevance. However, according to Christ’s own 
words, nothing will be fulfilled until he finishes 

the work his heavenly Father gave him. When 
this occurs, Christ will hand this completed 
work back to his Father. 
 

For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and 
earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by 
no means pass from the law till all is 
fulfilled (Matthew 5:18). 
 
Then comes the end (Gr. talos; fulfillment) 
when he (Christ) delivers the kingdom to 
God the Father, when he puts an end to all 
rule and all authority and power (that is 



contrary to God’s will) (1Corinthians 15:24; 
Ed. notes in parentheses). 
 
Now when all things are made subject to 
him (Christ), then the Son himself will also 
be subject to Him (God the Father) who put 
all things under him (Christ), that God may 
be all in all (1Corinthians 15:28; Ed. notes in 
parentheses). 

 
Given the world’s current lawless trajectory, we 
can expect the implementation of the 
schoolmaster sooner than later. This will be a 

time in the future when the animal sacrificial 
system will be one of the tools used to teach, 
and remind, the nations about the serious 

consequences of sinful conduct. 
 

Many people shall come and say, “Come, 
and let us go up to the mountain (symbol of 
gov’t) of the Lord, to the house (temple) of 
the God of Jacob; He will teach us His 
ways, and we shall walk in His paths.” For 
out of Zion (cf. Hebrews 12:22) shall go 
forth the law (including the law of animal 
sacrifice), and the word of the Lord 
(Christ/Messiah) from Jerusalem (Isaiah 2:3; 

Ed. notes in parentheses). 
 
When this scenario occurs, it will be the 
fulfillment of “the prayer outline” that Christ 
gave during his Judean ministry in Matthew 

6:10. 
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